
 

 

PE1644/B 
The Scottish Tourism Alliance submission of 31 May 2017  
 
Dear Sirs/Madam  
 
In response to your request for the view of the Scottish Tourism Alliance in respect 
of VisitScotland (VS) providing grant funding to support the marketing activities of 
the Scottish Country Sports Tourism group (SCTG) I would respond as follows;  

The award of any funding from the VS Growth Fund is a considered not just by the 
VisitScotland executive but also by an independent panel that includes members of 
the private sector. For reasons summarised below the Scottish Tourism Alliance 
(STA) see no reason why awards subject to the criteria being met should not be 
made to the SCTG.  

 The value of country sports in Scotland is estimated by the industry to be over 
£240 million a year. Added to this, those with an interest in field sports also 
take part in other activities and sports whilst visiting Scotland – spending on 
retail; golfing and eating out, to name but a few. This makes the Country 
Sports Tourism sector extremely valuable to local and rural economies, while 
contributing significantly to the wider economy  

 Visitors with an interest in shooting have been recognised by VisitScotland 
in their development of the ‘Field Sports Welcome Scheme’, which 
recognises the special efforts made by private sector operators to provide 
for them, helps them choose suitable accommodation.  

 The STA are confident that given the sensitivities of the subject matter, 
VisitScotland take extra care when selecting relevant marketing materials, 
particularly those that include overt imagery that might cause offence.  

 It would also be wrong for VisitScotland as an impartial body with the ability 
to fund tourism marketing activity undertaken by organisations such as the 
SCTG be seen to discriminate against any one section of the tourism sector 
by not providing funding to them. This is on the proviso there is sound 
economic reasons to do so and that there is confidence in the relevant body 
seeking funding to act professionally and in the best interests of growing 
Scotland’s tourism economy whilst protecting and maintaining the reputation 
of the country’s national image at all times.  


